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Australia’s First Nations Peoples - the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders - have lived in Australia for over 60,000 years and are custodians of the world’s oldest living
culture. European colonisation since the 18th Century dealt a heavy blow to their way of life. Despite this, their culture has survived, which is expressed to this day through
spirituality, a connection to country and a range of other artforms. As a culture based on oral history, the growth of Television into our living rooms from the 1960-70's saw
the movement for Indigenous civil rights coalesced with the first attempts by indigenous people to create their own films as a new form of expression. The 90’s saw a wave
of Indigenous filmmakers come onto the space through initiatives by the Australian Screen Agencies, creating the surge of Indigenous filmmakers making the artform their
own and fully utilised this new way of expressing themselves. Today, Indigenous directors, such as Warwick Thornton, Rachel Perkins and Leah Purcell, are active across
the world. The Australian First Nations Film Festival brings together works created by a range of Indigenous directors. We hope that this festival is an opportunity for you
to engage with the stories from First Nations people who are continuing the cultural storylines of their ancestors through the artform of light that is film.
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Australia’s First Nations Peoples
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are the first peoples of Australia,
Aboriginal Australians are custodians of some of the oldest continuous living|
lcultures in the world. The continent is made up of many different and distinct
Aboriginal groups, each with their own culture, customs, language and laws. They|
have lived in harmony with the Australian continent for at least 60,000 years. Thel

orres Strait Islander people of Melanesian origin, first settled on islands north of]
the mainland between the tip of Queensland and Papua New Guinea thousands of
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