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The Great Barrier Reef

The Great Barrier Reef is a coral reef stretching for nearly 2,000 km along the east coast of Queensland, nearly
equivalent to the length of the entire Japanese Archipelago. The coral reef built up gradually over 2 million years.
With an area of 350,000 square km, it is the largest coral reef in the world. The Great Barrier Reef is inhabited by
approximately 4,000 species of molluscs, more than 1,500 species of fish and 400 species of coral. The island in the
picture is Green Island which is formed from coral.
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“Green Island, GBR Helicopters” ©Jemma Craig, Tourism and Events Queensland
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Desert regions

Over two-thirds of the land has minimal rainfall and is virtually desert. The desert regions of Australia have their own
distinct flora and fauna, and a variety of beautiful rock and sand formations. The most famous is Uluru, in Uluru-Kata
Tjuta National Park. In some places it is too hot to live above ground, but in Coober Pedy, SA people live in spacious
houses below ground and mine opals. The Australian outback is noted for its red-coloured earth.
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Aerial view of Coober Pedy, SA” ©Coober Pedy Flight/Tourism Australia
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Thredbo, The Snowy Mountains

The name Australia evokes images of year-round warmth but in fact snow falls in the southern alps. There are ski
slopes in the Australian Alps situated between Sydney and Melbourne and many people enjoy skiing during winter
(June-August, summer in Japan).
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Snowboarding, Perisher, NSW ©Nolen Oayda; Tourism Australia
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Tropical rainforests

The tropical rainforests of Australia are the oldest in the world. Their 130-million-year history far exceeds the 70-
million-year history of the South American Amazon and has supported life unbroken since ancient times. The tropical
rainforests are covered in vegetation with over 500 plant species represented by ferns, mosses, figs, and orchids.
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Daintree Discovery Centre, QLD © Brad Newton; Tourism Australia
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Christmas in Australia

Australia is in the southern hemisphere, so the seasons are the exact reverse of those in Japan. In Japan, Christmas
falls during winter, while in Australia it is mid-summer. Many Australians spend Christmas at the beach or by the
swimming pool and eat seafood and fruit. In Australia, summer is December to February, autumn is March to May,
winter is June to August and spring is September to November.

F—=—AF+ZVTDI Y AR
FAFERICH 24—+ 7 V) 7 Tld, ZEHIPHERE RN T, HATRELICHE 7)) ARATH, £—R
FIZVTTCREEDZ )V A~ ER DTS, A=A F 7V TADELLIE 7 ) A~ 2Rz EL, 7—n

TEIL, > —7—FREYEZ2AEXTVWET, F—XF 7V TOEHiZFA V2T, FlZo HA—11
H. BEld12 H—2 H., #iz3H—5H. Xld6 H—8HF Tt roTnZEJ,

©Tourism and Events Queensland

Avssie Christmas SToursm and Bvanis Qusensiand

‘Experience Australia’ Kit, Australian Embassy Tokyo



